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the strikers had declined unconditional arbitration or behaved
in the Council's opinion disrespectfully to the employers, they
were liable to be told, as were the South Staffordshire puddlers
in 18665 to mend their manners or to go back home.
A student who kept his eye on London alone might easily
imagine that the Junta swiftly made itself the dictator of the
Union world, and the older, more disorderly Unions rapidly
faded away. This did not happen; better times were, as always,
propitious to Trade Union growth and outside London new
Unions arose, or old Unions were revived, generally before the
new ideas had attained to influence. Nor were the principles
outlined above accepted invariably as a whole. They were,
after all, not in logic inevitably dependent on each other; cen-
tralized funds need not mean pacifism, pacifism might be
independent of high friendly benefits. The Amalgamated
Association of Miners derived its name from its centralized
funds, but its policy was very bellicose. The North-East
Lancashire Weavers' Association, though conciliatory in policy,
saw no reason to centralize its friendly benefits. Even the
industries where craft differences were most marked did not
immediately fall under the domination of the new ideas. In
the building trades the older Unions' aggregate membership
certainly outnumbered the newer until 1870, possibly until
later, and generally the older Unions were not broken or forced
to reform until the big depression that started in 1875 enforced
the sermons of the Junta.
Provincial Unions were sometimes hostile, sometimes in-
different to the Junta's policy. The Stonemasons, whose
organization and policy were radically opposed to it, were
indeed patronizing; Harnott, their venerated and autocratic
Corresponding Secretary, told his members to "instruct any
joiners" with whom they worked to join Applegarth's promis-
ing little society. The writing on the wall is clear enough to a
later generation; but Belshazzar could not yet read it. Initial
indifference, however, tended to pass into hostility and before
long there was at times open conflict.
Among the important provincial Unions was one, John
Kane's Amalgamated Ironworkers' Association (1868), which
was clearly an "amalgamated" Union. But other rising